Abstract-Art, like anything else in the world, has always been impermanent, despite conservators' attempts to give it permanence. Increasingly, however, modern art is embracing a more immediate impermanence, and this ephemeral art presents unique challenges to conservators and curators. Ethical and legal guidelines mandate a respect for the artist's intention-the artist's sanction-regarding the disposition of the work, so preservation of that work for future audiences must rely upon a more indirect form of preservation: the creation of documentary surrogates. These surrogates may be created by the artists themselves, by collecting institutions, or by third parties. They may be textual, audiovisual, or as materially three-dimensional as the original work itself. The documentation of ephemeral art must be tailored to the specific needs of the work, desires of the artist, constraints of the technology, and budgets of the holding institutions. The documentation process is one that should be begun at the point of acquisition, carefully planned, and carefully documented, so that future viewers may see, if not the work itself, a thorough record of it, and the sincere attempt to preserve the spirit of it.
